
K-8 Weekly Newsletter - October 27, 2022
Principal’s Note

The long weekend was just what we all
needed.  It feels like we all were ready for a
short break and I know I definitely enjoyed the
extra days (I even snuck in an extra day).  I
hope that you enjoyed your time.

Next week will kick off with our Halloween
Parade and Party.  We have changed the
parade route from pre-covid time.  Students
will go onto the field with their classes in the

morning and line up prior to the parade.  Spectators are asked to line the sidewalks around the
main building and we will parade completely around the outside of the school and then enter
through the south door.  This parade route allows all spectators and students to see the
costumes.  A quick reminder that costumes can’t include masks, blood and gore and facsimile
weapons of any type are also not allowed.  Students should come in costume and will change
out of their costumes at approximately 9:45.  It is best if the students wear their school clothes
under their costume.  Please avoid face paint for this day and save that for the night festivities.
Middle School students are also invited to wear their costumes to school - these must be school
appropriate and follow the above guidelines.  Middle School students are allowed to wear their
costumes all day (except for PE).

Also, we do not have school on Tuesday, in honor or Candy Coma Day.  We feel that the extra
rest and coming down from the sugar high is best done at home.  Teachers will have
professional development that day.

Wrap the School Canned Food Drive
Now through November 14, students are encouraged to bring in
non-perishable items and place them along the inner walls to help
wrap the school.  Items will be donated to a local food bank.  In order
to get this going a bit more the classroom that fills their wagon
(elementary) first with non perishable items will get a special art
project time with Mrs. Spencer and the Order (middle school) that



collects the most items will receive a game time with Mrs. Mazurek and Mrs. Spencer
during an advisement.

Outside Recess
Please make sure that students come
prepared for recess outside each day.  We
work to get them outside for at least 10
minutes daily.  We need students to have
appropriate clothing.  Twenty degrees is our
indoor cut off.

Veterans Day Breakfast
November 11th is our Annual Veterans Day
Assembly. Each year our Music Department
helps coordinate this event and we invite all
Veterans in our community to come
celebrate and be honored on this day.  The
Middle School Student Council also serves
breakfast to the veterans.  We would
appreciate it if you would volunteer and bring
in some items to help provide the breakfast.
The sign-up for these items is here, Vets'
Day Breakfast

ART Corner

Our first ever K-5 Fall Art Show will be here before you know it! On November
16th from 5:30-7:30, the Elementary side of the school will be transformed into
our very own gallery, complete with crafts, snacks, and two opportunities to
create your own art from some of our Addenbrooke experts.

Watercolor Basics with Daniel Granitto

All ages welcome! 27 person cap per class. 5:45-6:15 and 6:30-7:00 Options.

Come learn watercolor basics with Daniel Granitto, (a Kindergarten parent and professional artist).
Appropriate and fun for all ages! Space is limited.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-watercolor
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-watercolor1

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CA4AD2DA6FD0-veterans
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E084CA4AD2DA6FD0-veterans
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-watercolor
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-watercolor1


Macrame Keychain with Lauren Valruez

All ages welcome! 27 person cap per class. 5:45-6:15 and 6:30-7:00
Options.

Come learn macrame basics with Lauren Valeruz, (our SPED Para and
Addenbrooke mom). Appropriate and fun for all ages. Space is limited.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-macrame

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-macrame1

We also still need volunteers to make this happen! If you'd like to
volunteer to help, click the link below.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-artshow

Fall Art Fundraiser- Art to Remember

Your kids have been working hard on a piece of art
to be used for our fall fundraiser. The art shipped
last week and order forms will be coming home
soon. Get your child's art printed on almost
anything! These make great keepsakes and holiday
gifts. Thank you for all of your support of the
Addenbrooke k-8 Art Department!

4th and 5th Grade - Battle of the Books
This year Addenbrooke will be hosting its own Battle of the Books Competition. The competition will be
held across 4th and 5th grade classes. Students will read from a list of 10 books and then compete
against other teams in the school to answer questions about the books. Students must read at least 5 of
the 10 books to compete.

Teams are made up of three students.  Two teams per
grade will compete in the final competition. This is an
optional extracurricular activity and participation is not
required.

Students will meet during their lunch time once a week to
prepare for the final competition by sharing notes and
competing in mock competitions.

Battle of the Books is a great way for students to engage
with reading, collaborate with teammates and participate in
healthy competition.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-macrame
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-macrame1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4faeac2fa1f8c34-artshow


Parents are encouraged to review the books before their student participates.  A slide show introducing
the books will be provided upon request. (Email kwheeler@addenbrooke.org)
Please read through the information and discuss it with your student. If you would like your student to
participate, please return the attached permission form and return (that will be given to your student). We
are excited to get teams formed and start reading!

Upcoming Events

Middle School Cup Order Challenge Hour
October 28

2:00 - 3:00

Grammar School Halloween Parties
October 31

8:00 – 8:30 Parade, 8:30 – 9:30 Party

No School (Candy Coma Day/PD) November 1

High School Dinner Theater Fundraiser November 3 & 4

K-8 Assembly (Kinder, 4th and 7th grade orders

recitation)

November 4

8:15 am, Gym

Dress out of Uniform Day for $1 November 4

6th Grade Outdoor Lab at Id-Ra-Ha-Je November 8-11

Dad’s Book Club
November 10

8:00 am – 8:30 am, Library

Barnes & Noble Curriculum Showcase November 10

Veteran’s Day Assembly (PK-12)
November 11

8:15 am, Gym

WINTER SPORTS
INFORMATION:

Girls basketball tryouts are in full swing. Practice today is 5�30-7�00 in the gym.  Boys
basketball tryouts are Jan 9 at 3�45-5�30 in the gym. Registration must be done on the

mailto:kwheeler@addenbrooke.org


website addenbrooke.rshoolteams.com. Click on the registration tab to get started. You
must upload a sports physical there as well.

Typing!!
Covid has been a challenge for our keyboarding skills.  Students spent a lot of time on the keyboard before they

were proficient at typing.  This has led to some bad habits in our older grades.

We are working hard this year to teach good keyboard skills to our elementary students. Our technology focus this

semester is typing.  We are emphasizing using the correct finger placement and NOT looking at your fingers.

However, with a 3 day rotation that alternates between book checkout/library skills and technology, that means

focused typing lessons are only every 6 school days.

If you can, please have your student practice correct typing at home!

Here are some programs that you can use.

1. Typing Club https://www.typingclub.com

A placement typing test can start your student where they feel comfortable.  Create a free account to keep

track of their progress.

http://addenbrooke.rshoolteams.com/
https://www.typingclub.com


2. Typing.com https://www.typing.com/student/lessons is another free program.  You can also create a free

account to save your progress.  This does come with quite a few ads unless you pay for a premium

subscription.

3. Type- a - Balloon https://www.typing.com/student/game/type-a-balloon helps students practice their

keyboard letter skills.  There are several levels and versions.  Again there are quite a few ads but it is fun

and engaging.

4. Kidztype   https://www.kidztype.com/browse-typing-games.html has a wide variety of games that address

a wide variety of skills.  Lots of fun themes and games.  (race cars, rockets, airplanes, etc.) One of my

favorites is Jungle Racing to improve accuracy in typing words.

Some themes may be too mature for some students. (Throwing ninja stars at zombies or shooting arrows

at vampires.) Make sure you choose a game that is right for your student.

5. ABCya https://www.abcya.com/games/category/typing has a variety of typing games for a variety of

levels. Keyboard zoo helps students learn the letters of the alphabet and where they are on the keyboard.

Owl planes helps with typing words. Koala paddleboards requires students to know how to type and spell

spoken words.

An additional list that include some of these games with reviews and age levels can be found at

https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-typing-games-for-students

Several of these will let you try for free but only after creating an account.

The more time students spend typing while USING CORRECT FINGERING will help them with lifelong technology

skills.

Happy Typing!

Katie Wheeler

https://www.typing.com/student/lessons
https://www.typing.com/student/game/type-a-balloon
https://www.kidztype.com/browse-typing-games.html
https://www.abcya.com/games/category/typing
https://www.commonsense.org/education/top-picks/best-typing-games-for-students

